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had to overcome were very formidable. On their
left there was the great Canal du Nord, generally
too deep to ford, its bridges destroyed, and
impassable for tanks. On their right the closely
woven network of entrenchments.

On the syth of September the left advanced to
the assault. Equipped with the lifebelts of the
Channel steamers, carrying light rifles and in the
face of machine-gun and rifle fire, the infantry
slid down the bank, splashed their way through
the water, and, having clambered up the other
bank, by nightfall were firmly established across
the obstacle. Light bridges were hastily thrown
across, and another day's hard fighting had made
ready the situation for the main attack on the
2gth of September. Again complete success
crowned the effort. By the night of September
3Oth the Hindenburg line was broken. Thirty-
two British divisions, with two American divisions,
had driven thirty-nine German divisions from the
strongest fortified line known to warfare - a very
memorable victory. Meantime in other areas,
under the plan of the Generalissimo, other blows
were being struck at the crumbling German
line.

Away to the north, in Flanders, another British
Army, acting with the Belgian Army, had driven
forward the Allied line, regaining all the ground
lost in the spring, and passing the farthest limits
reached in 1917. And in the south, the French
and American Annies were gaining victories.